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JULY: BLACK TERN (CHLIDONIAS NIGER)

This state-endangered gull-like bird is a long-distance migrant and highly dependent on

extensive, high-quality emergent marsh habitat for nesting and foraging. A major concern

is wetland habitat loss. Restoring and maintaining native marsh habitat, including

replicating natural water levels, are primary conservation actions for black terns. Invasive

species control is also necessary to prevent degradation of nesting habitat.

e Black Terns eat small invertebrates and fish. They forage on the wing or plunge head-
first into the water to catch minnows.

e Horicon Marsh in Dodge County or Grassy Lake in Columbia County, or the St. Croix
Flowage in Douglas County provide opportunities to view black terns.

e Maintaining stable water levels during nesting season is a key management strategy to
provide suitable habitat, since these terns build floating nests or nest on muddy
substrates barely above the surface of the water.



